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Dublin who had no mind to know, and there was "a
kind of " martial law administered in quite the most
imbecile fashion conceivable.

The cat-and-mouse policy in regard to executions
was as wicked and as senseless as the burning of
houses at a more recent date. All it did was to disgust
the moderateSj shock the loyal and exasperate the
irreconcilables. *

But even so, the vast majority of Irishmen of all
political complexions disapproved very strongly of the
rebellion, and .might have been brought over to the
side of law and order if the punishment meted out by
the militanT had been sharp but very short. If the
Irish and Catholic battalion which took it had been
allowed to rush the Post OiBce and bayonet the black-
guards who (I think for three days and nights) had teen
shooting at them and everyone else from the windows
and roofs and thereby put an end to a collection of
rascals, and if the subsequent executions had been
limited to two or three leaders and carried out within
a very few days, Ireland would have been spared much
misery and England some disgrace. But we seem fated
never to do either the wise or the right thing by that
unfortunate island.

We found on arrival that steps had been taken to
provide us with a "court" in Dublin Castle* I
promptly declined to sit in it, and Byrne supported
me. We represented that if we were to be credited
with a desire and intention to mete out absolute justice
to those whose cases we were to adjudicate upon, there
must be no sort of connexion between us and Dublin